
 

 

 

CHS 

Producer NH3 Safety Reference 

Accidental Ammonia Releases are just that, accidents. CHS is committed to the safety of our 

employees and producers. Educating and training our employees to prevent releases and 

react safely when an accidental release occurs is a top priority to our everyday operations. 

We invite every member and their families/employees to access the IFCA’s Anhydrous 

Ammonia Safety Program and complete the safety modules before transporting and applying 

anhydrous ammonia this season.  The safety awareness program can be accessed 24/7 by 

going to http://ifca.com and clicking on the link at the top of the IFCA homepage.  The 

training module can also be accessed at http://learning.ifca.com or at 

http://chsshipman.com under the agronomy tab. 

 

In the event that an accidental release occurs, we have put together an emergency and first 

aid response reference for you to keep on hand. 

 

Emergency Procedures 

First step is to call 911/first responders if needed to control the situation and protect the 

community. Depending on the situation, you may need to evacuate the area immediately 

downwind from the release or shelter the impacted people in place. 

Shelter in Place-5 Steps 

1. Move people and pets inside. 

2. Close all doors and windows. 

3. Turn off ignition sources and shut off devices that move air in and out of the building. 

4. Go into small room and seal tightly. 

5. Turn on radio and TV and listen to local emergency broadcasts. 

 

 

 

http://ifca.com/
http://learning.ifca.com/


 

Reporting an Anhydrous Ammonia Release 

A release of anhydrous ammonia greater than 100 pounds (18 gallons) needs to be reported 

to the National Response Center within 24 hours. 

 The National Response Center’s number is:  1-800-424-8802 

CHS is committed to assist you in reporting and encourages your calling us immediately if an 

accidental release should occur. 

 Shipman Office:  618-729-9009 

 Dean Allen:   618-535-1440 

 Regan Wear:   618-535-2491 

 Jeff Hunn:  618-946-6031 

 Dave Reiniesch: 217-556-3644 

 Carrollton Office: 217-942-6991 

 Scott Lake:  217-370-5257 

 Lowder Office: 217-435-9023 

 Dan Dorks:  217-602-1722 

 Rt.140 Office:  618-488-6500 

 Bryan Becker:  618-410-3884 

 

What to do in an Emergency 

Remain calm, assess the situation and use extreme caution. 

Call the police and fire departments. 

1. Remove injured persons only if this can be done safely without injury to yourself. 

2. Block off all other accesses to the emergency area. 

3. Evacuate people from the areas that might be affected by the emergency. 

4. Detour motorists from downwind areas. 

 

 



 

 

What to do in Case of Accident or Injury 

Water and plenty of it is the only first aid treatment. If a person comes in contact with a 

spray of ammonia liquid or vapor, flushing with large quantities of clean water is essential. 

This is the reason 5 gallon containers of water are carried on nurse tanks and applicators. 

We also encourage applicators to keep extra water in the tractor/truck pulling the tanks. 

Remember to advise emergency persons to continue flushing the affected area is medical 

transport in needed. 

Contact with Skin and Mucous Membrane 

Get the victim to clean water in a hurry. Put the injured part of the body under water or if 

necessary get the victim into a water tank or shower. Remove clothing and shoes while 

flushing with water as the clothing may become frozen to the body. Continue flushing for at 

least 15 minutes. Under no circumstances should salves, ointments, or bandages be applied 

to the affected area. 

Contact with the Eyes 

If even a small quantity of ammonia enters the eyes, flush with a large amount of clean water 

for at least 15 minutes. Hold the eyelids apart. Call a doctor. After the first 15 minute period 

of flushing, if a physician isn’t available, continue flushing for a second 15 minute period. 

Don’t apply oils or oily ointments. Get the victim to a physician, preferably to an eye 

specialist, as soon as possible. 

Inhalation 

Take the victim to an uncontaminated area. If the exposure has been a slight concentration 

for a short time, usually no requirement is required. When there is severe exposure to a 

higher concentration, oxygen can be administered, but only by qualified personnel or a 

physician. If the patient is not breathing, begin artificial respiration immediately and call 

911. Never attempt to give anything by mouth to an unconscious patient. Keep the victim 

warm (not hot) and have them rest. 

Swallowing of Ammonia 

If liquid anhydrous ammonia has been swallowed, call a physician immediately and call 911. 

If the patient is able and conscious, they should drink large amounts of water to dilute the 

chemical. Don’t induce vomiting if the patient is in shock, extreme pain, or is unconscious. If 

vomiting begins, place patient face down with their head lower than their hips. This 

prevents vomit from entering the lungs and from causing further injury or death. 

 



 

 

 

Anhydrous Ammonia Rules to LIVE By 

 

Keep it at 25mph 

 25 miles per hour is the maximum speed limit for pulling anhydrous ammonia tanks. 

Not only is this the law for placarded vehicles with no brakes, it is the recommended speed 

for the tires on the ammonia wagons. 

Wear your PPE 

 Approved gloves, goggles, and long sleeve shirts are to be worn when handling 

anhydrous ammonia. CHS supplies gloves and goggles to applicators when providing 

ammonia service. If you feel you need new gloves and goggles, please tell us and we’ll 

provide you with approved PPE. 

Stay UP-Wind 

 When handling ammonia, stay up-wind from any potential release area. 

Water Water Water 

 The only first aid for anhydrous ammonia exposure is water. Be sure your water 

tanks are full before handling anhydrous ammonia. Keep extra water in your trucks and 

tractors. 

Maintenance 

 We are dedicated to keeping our equipment in safe working condition and we 

encourage producers to do so also. If you have any question on the condition of any 

ammonia equipment, please call upon us to ensure your safety. 

Get Involved 

Educating yourself, your family, and employees is the best way to prevent injury and death 

from the handling of anhydrous ammonia. Being aware of the dangers and knowing how to 

react to accidental releases keeps us all as an agricultural community out of harm’s way. 

 


