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For the first time in 125 years, we have 
had nine straight wetter-than-normal 
months. The effects from this weather 
has been devastating in many parts of 
our country. Flooding and subsequent 
erosion have caused extensive damage 
in many of our farm regions, impacting 
over 400,000 potential corn and soy-
bean acres in the United States. We 
have experienced higher barge freight 

costs on the Mississippi River system, along with several days 
where barge loading could not occur due to flood waters. Fall 
field tillage, NH3 application and dry fertilizer spreading were 
practically nonexistent in our area and throughout the east-
ern Corn Belt. The wet weather also continues to hold us 
back from getting a good start this spring. With all of these 
challenges, your local CHS cooperative has been working hard 
to be ready to serve you when it finally dries up. 

This year we will spend more than 4 million dollars in equip-
ment and assets that will be dedicated to serving you better 
and faster. Our three new John Deere sprayers will be a wel-
come addition to our fleet. We have relocated our remote 
NH3 plant from Otterville to a site west of Jerseyville on the 
Meuth farm. The new site will load faster and the new dock 
will be safer to hook up to doubles and side-by-side NH3 
tanks. We added a 30,000 gallon tank last fall at Pocahontas 
for additional NH3 storage and we have already preposi-
tioned 45 NH3 rail cars at our Lowder terminal to ensure that 
we will have enough product on hand when it comes time to 
go. Our payloader at Pocahontas was tired and needed re-
placed. To prevent crucial spring downtime, it was replaced 
this winter. We continue to upgrade our transportation fleet 
with 2 new hopper bottom trailers, one semi-tractor and one 
tender truck.  

In grain, plans are underway to construct a new 1.2 million 
bushel ground pile at our Carrollton facility. This pile will be 
filled via a new 20,000 bph pit and belt conveyor allowing us 
to significantly reduce our dump speed times at that facility 
this coming fall. Our energy department is in the process of 
adding a bulk DEF delivery truck to its fleet. Our future plans 
also include delivery totes of bulk oil with this truck to pro-

vide better service to you, our customer. The energy depart-
ment is also in the process of introducing new tank monitors. 
These monitors come with an app that you can install on your 
phone to check tank levels with the push of a button on your 
phone and allow you to order product through the app as 
well. 

The most important thing that I would like to talk to you 
about is safety. This spring will be fast and furious. Remem-
ber it only takes a few seconds of time operating safely to 
prevent a lifetime of regrets. Our cooperative has been work-
ing hard to address safety issues both large and small within 
our cooperative. These efforts have paid off because we have 
not had a lost time accident this entire fiscal year. Of 56 co-
operative units within CHS, your local business unit is listed as 
the 12th safest cooperative in the system. Our goal is to be-
come #1.  When applying NH3, remember that we have per-
sonal protection equipment (PPE) and safety equipment 
available for you and your family and employees. Contact one 
of our local facilities for supplies.  

When we finally are able to get spring fieldwork and planting 
in gear, please remember that this crop will need to be mar-
keted as well. High carryover of corn and beans, slow move-
ment of grain to export destination and the threat of in-
creased corn acres could make this a very difficult year to 
know how best to merchandise your grain. Remember that 
the CME has changed the storage rates widening out the 
spreads. Spreads are the difference in future prices that pay 
us to carry grain in our bins. I would encourage you to work 
with our grain staff to help you navigate these uncertain 
times.  

Personally, I would like to thank you for your trust by giving 
us the opportunity to supply you with products, information 
and services for your farm operation. Please remember to 
make safety your first priority. 

God bless you and your family, 

Randy  
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Ammonia application began in our western territory on March 22 
and 23 before the rain hit again. We are making progress on our 
new ammonia plant in Jersey County and should be able to move 
product from this plant in the next couple of weeks. When the 
weather does break, we want our customer and employees to be 
safe. Make sure you have safety equipment in place. We can sup-
ply you with gloves and goggles.  

The Shipman location has added a new John Deere R4038 sprayer 
to our fleet to better serve you. We have upgraded one of our 
semi’s and two hopper bottom trailers. The seed and chemical de-
liveries are speeding up. We are currently caught up on our plant-
er unit repairs. If you have units that need run, please get them to 
us as soon as possible.      

- Operations Manager, Dean Allen  

Shipman Location  

This spring will bring challenges, but we have a plan to do 
our best to get everything done in a timely manner.  All 
equipment has gone through the shop and is ready to 
go. Carrollton will be running four custom NH3 tractors this 
spring. Seed deliveries have begun. If you’d like to have your 
seed delivered, contact your CHS agronomy specialist to set 
up a delivery.    

We have had the opportunity to move some grain out of 
Carrollton, Whitehall and Greenfield but have a lot more 
go. We have been preparing for our new ground pile pro-
ject.  The old 300,000 bushel ground pile has been torn 
down and will be replaced with a 1.4 million bushel 
pile. Because of the addition of the new pile we will have 
the ability to dump trucks at 30,000-plus bushel an hour. 

Scott Lake has moved into a full-time sales role and Jason 
Portwood has stepped into the Agronomy Operations Man-
ager position. We have hired two new operational employ-
ees at the Carrollton location, Evan Adcock and Tyler 
Blake. Both are great additions to our team and will help us 
provide excellent customer service. One more new face 
you’ll see this summer is Liz Bland. Liz will be a full-time 
summer intern at the Carrollton location.  

- Location Manager, Bryan McMurtrie  

Carrollton Location  
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Because of the wet weather we’ve had so far this spring, 
we are more than ready for dry sunny days to come so 
that we can get in the field. At the Pocahontas location 
we were able to apply nitrogen on wheat in the last few 
weeks. We have begun delivering seed and chemicals to 
your farms in preparation for dryer days. TJ Dall has 
joined our team as an applicator. We are excited to have 
him on our team. Please work with your CHS Agronomy 
Specialist and our local staff to establish all of your crop 
plans. This fall will be busy so please remember to slow 
down and stay safe during this spring season. 

- Location Manager, Ryan Grotefendt 

Pocahontas Location  

Lowder Location  

We are eagerly awaiting for this spring sea-
son to start. The operations teams at 
Lowder have been working hard on all the 
toolbars, spreader trucks and sprayers 
waiting for dryer weather. We are deliver-
ing seed and chemical to your farms and 
doing our best to stay ahead . At the CHS 
location in Lowder we currently have 24 
ammonia railcars and have 35 more on the 
way to ensure there is plenty of supply.  

We have been picking up our million bushel 
corn pile and most of that is going into bins 
for later rail loading. We have added a few 
new faces to the team; Anthony Johnson is 
a new applicator; John Little has filled our 
Chemical Building Supervisor role; and 
Thomas Walker has taken over the Agrono-
my Manager position. This spring is going to 
be very challenging, but please remember 
to practice safety and wear your PPE so we 
can all go home to our families every night. 

- Location Manager, Shane Hopper 
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DICAMBA LABEL CHANGES ILLINOIS  

EFFECTIVE MARCH 1, 2019 THROUGH DECEMBER 31, 2019 

All conditions of the current labels for Engenia, FeXapan 

and Xtendimax apply. In addition to the existing require-

ments and recommendations on the label, the State of 

Illinois has enacted a 24c Special Local Needs label, 

which requires all applicators of the product to also comply with the following additional requirements when these 

products are applied to soybean in Illinois: 

•DO NOT apply this product after June 30, 2019. 

•DO NOT apply this product when the wind is blowing toward adjacent residential areas. 

•Before making an application of this product, the applicator must consult the FieldWatch sensitive crop registry 

https://fieldwatch.com/ and comply with all associated record keeping label requirements. 

•The applicator must maintain a 110-foot downwind buffer (when applying up to 22 fluid ounces (0.5 lb ae) of this 

product per acre) or a 220-foot downwind buffer (when applying greater than 22 up to 44 fluid ounces (0.5–1.0 lb ae) 

of this product per acre) between the last treated row and he nearest downfield edge of any sensitive area including 

Illinois Nature Preserves Commission Sites. Note: The language on the Engenia Herbicide label will only include a 110-

foot downwind buffer due to product specific application rate allowances. 

•It is best to apply when the wind is blowing away from sensitive areas which include but are not limited to bodies of 

water and nonresidential, uncultivated areas that may harbor sensitive plant species. 

Failing to comply with these provisions may be considered a “knowing” violation of the Illinois Pesticide Act, subject 

to monetary penalty and potential revocation of the applicator’s license by the Illinois Department of Agriculture. 

 

ADDITIONAL GUIDANCE FOR STEWARDSHIP OF DICAMBA ON SOYBEAN 

1. Examples of Sensitive Areas. This include sites designated by the Illinois DNR Nature Preserves Commission (we are 

working to add this layer to Fieldwatch). Sensitive areas also include, but are not limited to, all plants that are sensitive 

to dicamba including all broadleaf species such as trees, shrubs, flowers and other ornamental plants. These areas 

must be protected by the downwind buffer based on the labeled rate of application. 

2. Sensitive Area Protection in Counties with Endangered Species. In addition to the downwind buffer, these sensitive 

areas must be protected on all other sides of the field by a 57 foot buffer in the Illinois Counites (in orange) where en-

dangered broadleaf species exist, according to the USEPA Bulletins Live website. A map of the Illinois ESA counties as 

of March 5, 2019 is below but you should check the ESA website prior to application, as updates may occur. 

3. Weed Management. Use residual herbicides in your weed management program, in both pre-plant and post-

applications, for residual weed control and to slow the spread of weed resistance. 

4. Training. Applicators must be certified applicators, and must have also participated in annual dicamba training prior 

to application of Engenia, Xtendimax or FeXapan to soybean in 2019. 
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These label changes in Illinois DO NOT require that you attend training again if you have 

already completed training. IDA has officially notified all licensed pesticide dealers, private 

applicators and commercial applicators of these application requirements in Illinois. 

Illinois Department of Ag was up again in number of 

spray complaints with Dicamba. They had 330 com-

plaints in Illinois last year and they want that number to 

decrease substantially. This is the reason for them to add 

the section 24c label in Illinois. The 24c label clarifies 

best management practices to keep the products where 

we want them. The biggest change is the hard cutoff of 

June 30. This cutoff will make it clear what can and can't 

be sprayed depending on planting date. There are other 

options out there for traits, that are working for double 

crop beans as well as late planting situations. I think in 

our area the training and cooperation between farms to 

plant traits next to one another that match has made a 

big difference. Hopefully these changes will also help to 

lessen off target movement this year. Spring ammonia 

has started a little towards the end of March.  

As the days get closer to planting time, we will certainly 

have more issues with supply. I have heard a few farm-

ers thinking about ways to extend the number of acres 

they get out of a set of tanks. Another sound practice is 

to make sure you are us-

ing MRTN (Maximum Return 

to Nitrogen) rate. This will ensure that we are not using 

more nitrogen than needed for the crop, costing you 

more money and increasing the possibility of N loss.  

In our area, we generally use one pound nitrogen per 

expected bushel of yield as the total nitrogen goal. Also, 

make sure you figure all credits for nitrogen in other fer-

tilizer applications like Dap or Mesz, and residual nitro-

gen in soil left from last year’s beans. Many times, we 

will have up to 60-70 units of nitrogen credit to work 

with on rotated acres leaving just 130 units (160# Mate-

rial) needed from anhydrous ammonia. At this rate we 

would be getting 25 acres out of a small tank, 37.5 acres 

out of medium, and 50 acres out of a large. We also have 

several that split shot nitrogen and could identify some 

fields that may fit to add a little more nitrogen in crop vs 

pre-plant. We will all need to have patience and keep 

proper and safe practices in mind to get through the 

busy spring season.  

Contact Regan 

(618) 729-9009    

Regan.Wear@chsinc.com 

By: Agronomy Manager, Regan Wear 

Be Aware of Label Changes  
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CHS Harvest for Hunger  

By: Marketing and Communication Specialist, Erin Williams  

Your cooperative recently completed its fifth annual CHS Harvest for Hunger cam-

paign. CHS Harvest for Hunger is a 20 day campaign within CHS County Operations 

to benefit local food pantries. According to Feeding America, in Illinois 1 in 9 people 

don’t know where their next meal will come from. As your local farmer-owned cooperative, we are passionate 

about feeding the hungry in our communities. This year through the annual cornhole tournament, partnerships, 

and the CHS Harvest for Hunger FFA Challenge, and your generosity we were able to raise $6,321 and 866 pounds 

of food to support our local food pantries. Thank you to all who gave! 

CHS Harvest for Hunger FFA Challenge  

Again this year we hosted the CHS Harvest for Hunger FFA Challenge. CHS partnered with local FFA chapters to 

benefit the Harvest for Hunger campaign. The chapter that was able to raise the most pounds of food received a 

pizza party and gift bag from CHS. Thank you to all of the chapters that participated in the Harvest for Hunger FFA 

Challenge this year!     

Contact Erin 

(618) 729-9009    

Erin.Williams@chsinc.com 

Participating FFA Chapters  

Jerseyville FFA 

Litchfield FFA 

Edwardsville FFA 

Liberty Middle School FFA 

TOTALS 
$6,321 

866 pounds 
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Be Aware of Farm Storage in Warm Temperatures  

It has been a long winter and grain prices didn’t do much 

to help the winter blues.  We have been trading in a side-

ways to lower pattern for months now with minimal mar-

keting opportunities.  There are a few things to keep in 

mind as the temperature warms up.  Please be sure to 

keep an eye on grain stored on your farm.  As you know, 

with the warmer temperatures, grain bins can go out of 

condition in a hurry.  Someone once told me, grain some-

how knows it’s spring and will try to grow in those 

bins.  It just needs a little moisture and warm air.  When 

the outside air temperature is warm and the grain inside 

is cold it can create a greenhouse effect.  This can cause 

sprout damage and crusting in your bins.  

With spring’s arrival usually comes volatility in the grain 

markets.  This time of year is a great time to have your 

offers in and working.  Volatile moves in the market can 

pick up your offers and make sales that would be hard to 

catch watching markets on your phone.  Please talk to 

your local grain buyer to set up sales targets.  There is 

also a lot of grain left in the country, creating a strong 

resistance, which will make it tough for futures to have 

big rallies.  But, seasonally this is the time of year that we 

see some type of is-

sue to cause a ral-

ly.  Be prepared to 

take advantage of a pop, when it occurs.   

Soybeans have me worried overall with the huge car-

ryout and issues with African Swine Fever in China.  China 

is by far the largest producer of pork and they have had 

numerous outbreaks.  They have already curbed bean 

usage and that could continue.  I think this is a year like 

last year that we need to be a little more disciplined and 

aggressive on protecting profitable bean levels.   

Corn, on the other hand, has recently started to slowly 

rebound.  Talks of a late plant, dryness in Brazil, and lost 

grain in the disaster areas of western U.S., due to flood-

ing, have supported corn.  Late planting is not going to be 

a big market mover for a while because the market 

knows that the farmer has larger equipment these days 

and has shown over the past several years that you can 

plant a lot of acres in a short period of time.  We also 

don’t know the extent of lost or damaged grain from the 

recent flooding so we will want to keep an eye on that 

over the next few weeks as waters recede. 

Contact Jason 

(217) 883-9053    

Jason.Hays@chsinc.com 

By: Grain Merchandiser, Jason Hays  

Safety Spotlight 

Full face respirators, cartridges and gloves are 

available at your CHS location.  

Please remember to replace your cartridges! 

Spring Safety Tips: 

• Wear your gloves and goggles 

• Have emergency water with 
you  

• Have emergency NH3 release 
respirators with you 

• Make sure your equipment is 
in good working order 

• Do preventative maintenance 
on your toolbars. Ensure the 
hitch, pins, chains, clips are in 
good condition.  

• Make sure you have SMV’s on 
your tanks, yellow strobe 
lights on your truck. 
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Setting Yourself Up for Success  

There is power in the data you collect. With planting season 

almost upon us, I would like to bring your attention to moni-

tor setup. It is the little things that you do in the spring that 

can impact decision making in the fall. We all know spring 

can seem pretty hectic and a lot of plans may get tweaked 

due to last minute circumstances. For that reason, it’s im-

portant that the data we are collecting in the tractors be as 

accurate as possible. There are ways we can set ourselves up 

for success;  having varieties pre-loaded, field names correct, 

and a quick refresher on how to record everything can help 

make your spring go by easier.  

Your CHS YieldPoint Specialists can show you how each varie-

ty performed on each field, farm, or across your entire farm-

ing organization by using the as-planted data you collect dur-

ing the spring and the harvest data you collect in the fall. This 

helps ease the struggle of trying to remember exactly where 

everything was planted and how it was doing when you went 

through the field. This is a tool that helps make your variety 

selections easier for the coming year. 

Along with helping make variety selections easier, we can 

use data that you collect all season long to show how your 

management decisions made a difference. For example, us-

ing a starter fertilizer, special seed treatment on the seed, or 

even a late season fungicide application are all examples of 

decisions you make that will have an impact on your crop.  

CHS also offers a precision record keeping tool called Agel-

lum™. Agellum is a web-based software that assists you with 

record keeping. Agellum allows you to access your data any-

where with an internet signal. You can see your yield data, 

planting maps, spray maps, etc. Anything you collect can be 

uploaded into Agellum. It is a “one stop shop” for all of your 

data and records. All you have to do is collect the data. Any 

CHS YeildPoint Specialist can help retrieve the data and store 

it in a secure location. Once there, we can take a deeper dive 

into your data to show you what Agellum and your data has 

to offer you.  

Contact Joe 

(618) 729-9009   

Joseph.Huebener@chsinc.com 

By: YieldPoint Specialist, Joe Huebener 

We had a successful heating season this winter. Because of 

record cold temperatures our energy team worked hard to 

keep up with the your service requests. Thank you to all of 

our customers for their continued patronage and a special 

welcome to our new customers who have joined our energy 

family this season.  We will continue to work hard to meet all 

of your energy needs.  

As temperatures begin to rise, planting season is just around 

the corner and we want to ensure all our hard-working farm-

ers that we are here to meet all your energy demands.  We 

provide Cenex brand refined fuels and a full line of lubricant 

products to keep up with the busy season.  Please contact our 

office at 1-800-270-6303 with any questions about how your 

CHS energy team can help keep you in the field this spring. 

With summer approaching, our propane customers should  

look forward to taking advantage of our Summer Fill Program.  

Contracting options for the 2019/2020 season will be sent out 

in May with the Summer Fill Program running in July and Au-

gust.  Take advantage of the great pricing offered during this 

time.  (continued on page 9) 

Contact DeWayne 

(269) 751-9462 

DeWayne.Obrien@chsinc.com 

By: Energy Manager, DeWayne Obrien 

New Energy Technology  
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Financing Your 2019 Crop Year 
By: Credit Manager, Derek Kahl  

As we enter the 2019 spring planting season we want each 

of you to know that your investment in the CHS coopera-

tive is our upmost priority. Our local CHS locations in Car-

rollton, Greenfield, Lowder, Shipman and Pocahontas are 

taking steps to protect your investment.  The most im-

portant of these steps is, any customer that is over 60 days 

past due will have their account placed on cash only terms 

and will be unable to have products and/or services deliv-

ered to them without prepaying for them. To assist custom-

ers whose accounts are considered past due or even ac-

counts that pay their monthly statement balances every 

month, we offer input financing programs. These input fi-

nancing programs are serviced locally, but credit decisions 

on applications are performed by CHS Capital, LLC and The 

Cooperative Finance Association. If your account with CHS 

is currently past due, cash only or even if you feel your op-

erations cash flow might be slow in the future, please reach 

out to the CHS Financing Team to set up a meeting at one 

of our locations or on your farm. 

Over the last few months you may have noticed that on 

your monthly statement, you have a credit limit and availa-

ble credit listed. These dollar amounts indicate how much 

of a balance you’re able to have outstanding on your ac-

count at one given time.  

Customers that have 

reached their credit limits 

with us will be considered over their credit limit and as a 

result will not be allowed to have any further products and/

or services delivered. If you think that the current credit 

limit on your account will be insufficient to cover your pur-

chase needs for the 2019 crop year or if your credit limit 

needs to be increased, please contact the CHS Financing 

Team. We will be more than happy to meet with you to 

obtain the necessary information (new customer account 

application and an updated balance sheet) so we can apply 

for an increase in your credit limit with us. 

For the majority of our customers who pay your monthly 

statements as you receive them, I want to say thank you for 

your prompt payments. By paying your accounts within 

their 30-day payment terms you are making your coopera-

tive stronger.   

Contact Derek  

(618) 729-9009   

Derek.Kahl@chsinc.com 

We are very excited to introduce a new tank monitoring sys-

tem to our customers this year. This new system will give 

our customers the ability to see what’s in their tanks from 

their phone and order fuel from their phone or tablet with a 

touch of a button. You’ll never worry about running out of 

fuel again. Call our office today for details. If you know of 

any friends or family who are looking at switching energy 

companies, refer them to CHS and you get a $50.00 credit 

applied to your account. We are here for you. If you have 

any questions about our products or upcoming contracting, 

please contact our energy team by calling 1-800-270-6303.  

 

New Energy Technology continued... 

CHS Credit Team 

Shipman Office: Derek Kahl (618) 729-9009  

Carrollton Office: Bryanne Heitzig (217) 942-6991  



CHS  

3620 Route 16  

Shipman, IL 62685 

chsshipman.com 
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Sleep at night.  

This warranty can help you  

...assuming you stop for sleep. 


